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l• The Gesellschaft fir Wehrkunde had difficulties from the very start
1-, cause (ex..0eiseral) Stainer Was considered to be thaleading ON personality
ud. also pained himself off as such. Although Steiner was truthfully regarded
,Iverywhere as eincerekvanti..Communist, nevertheless the following factors
wort responsible for a widespread negative reaction on the part of large circlee
of the former Officer Corps.

a. Steiner trensferred from the Army to the WaffenmeE in 1932 or 1933.
This move was interpreted his fellow officers as being an act of opportunism
Ind not in accord with tbo Old Prissian spirit of the Army officers. Although
Steiner's eniMies.are mainly Arm; officerso . these constitute the majority of

o officer Corps and they still adhere, for the most part, to the old Prussian
concepts of honor mad oasts, .

• b. Steiner is general17 coasidtcad a rifted soldier, but he is
equally regarded as an -untalented politician with vague, hazy, and partly
roMantic notions about the State and its !Unctions. It was well known that
Steiner had partyivolitioal ambitions.

e. It was IctScly known that Steiner scught and cultivated contacts
with all occupation powers. Incidental/7, he hin4elf talked about his repeated
conveNaions with repreeentatives of the French ooctpation paters -- Francois
Poricet and Genera:. Lomas. There were ruiners about contacts between Steiner
and English officers. Seth of these relationships brought him the reputation
of being an opportunistic collaborator.

d. Steiner was held reaponsible for the mistaken political couvee of
the DSZ (Dowtsche Soldaten leitung) . whioh•was alleged/7 inspired by him. This
especially caused Steiner . 	. rejected kythe_former_peneral Staff. officers.
(Notes This refers to 	 -U duer attacks which caused a flurry at the
tine) tbie editorial mum vag. later changnd to a more frverabletttitude).

120 riPemadase maim* Seiner which adverse]; affected the expansion
of the ON were tree eel; Upset. Pert of the growing resistance to him was
due to the efforts of.0111 .6Iu haNallersean, who stirred up personal
antaganiedthreash privets eariereatLaas with members of the OfM sections.

• 2. A sowed SOWN ellierWasistrast was ON Chairman (awaseara33
von Nellanamildasslt. During the dosing phases of the VIP he was heed of
the Army ?treenail Office motion for training future 'seders, and is reported
to have performed hie datio in a wry National Socialist manner. He was also
regarded as a %teak personality* which, (in connection with the OfW) etrengthened
the impression that not he, tUt Steiner, yes the actual Gesellschaft Chairman.

ever, the truth it that von Sallaivasun proved to be a worthy director of the
G4W. 9s was the strongest motivating force against Communist infiltration, against
the Communist-tront 'Leadership Ring" (of exmaf(icers) and against the SRP
(out/awad radical rightist party) .... to sey nothing of the fact that he neutralised
t.4e perennial cutmedotero pelitLealasmoutvrs of Steiner. Finally, it was also

von HeLlermarui who established tbe present good GfW relations with Bonn (through
von Bonin).
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3. Internally, the OfW was trembled by two opposing factions. Thc first
of the.A3, represented by Steiner, aimed at transfOraing the Gni into an instru-
nent Of damsetic politics title to rightist opposition acainst aonn (i.e., thc
?ederal Ocmernnent). The other faction, headed by the leader of the GfW ComnIttec
for Dcfense Propaganda (Clawson himself) wanted to make the Gfli an instrument
cold war guidance against Communiam. The two factions never came to full agrccmcnts
and from time to thee strife and discord broke out. Steiner tried to further the
aig l of pio tactical by attempting to closely link the GA; with the Ulm "Gen p la-
dchaft fOr Neue Staatspolitikv, which arouses resistance from the gowerning Board
of the OfW. the other faction sought to oarry out its work by means of *Opinions"
(Grd publicaticn. 	for internal distributice) and through brochures by
meny different	 the•event All suppert for the ON ends, Steiner wants
to transform the ON into atm* of the lavgroop while at the same tine he
looks beyon0 the	 organisation for some means of long term support.

4. Trap the	 the Micas handicapped in that the editorship of
om*Lnions* was Fame in the hands of ft. Of course, Ruoff handled the
Aditorial . work : very vel.14 Mewewirs his-Wien-OS background *gain and again
aroused suapiden that he intended pi. in cooperation with Steiner	 make
a Waffen-GS undertaking out of the ON. Objectively speaking, this skppoaition
was not true. Frail' verybegInning of the OrW,. Steiner and Ruoff frequently
had very storwrelatione. The-twomen are Completely opposite in nature and
Gaol-. has an entirely' different caaception of the political scene. Nevertheleso,
the suspicion spread thht botb - were coming on . same sort of SSFiconspiracy.

S. Another haudieop to develAgment of the OfW was the fact that from the

The . fact that Stainer and Ibiat both were connected with the	 or 7
very beginning LL ye rowed tots deftly tied in with the Soldaten Zeit .

(publishermef the 	 Or to the editorial staff of the DSZ itself, woo the
basis for this ruser.. Wore tbe . O1Wieme founded, it was known that the Da
wet:AMced kytbe Amoriesse. Ahuoiatelmer4 and Ruoff l s presence as.founding
11101/#74re . ot. theOffinut4d 011. ,,jbesia4*-10plication-that beth theAlfW and the..
DSZ wire	 -	 .The ON dispelledtKs suspicion to some degree
by alinta4u$4110.	 elipurtiesse frowthe Foundation. fir German Scientific..
Study (Stlftlerband	 disteutinhallsommtsii1). In *woes., this eared
to 1411.M.thate	 40 NW.

111,1111.1 OperhAtems et theta vire semotat restricted in that
editorlapAsd SO be	 *.d by this AMSVUOUS and then were retuned in part.
The'apprcgalmtanaps and niafainese et edMoriel projoote Glumly be judged by
a fUllytrasto4 011111Miiiit( tsmiliar with the ;resent plychological
situation in.** 741.14.ftni3iam Am an -g]. reference is made to the drafts
a the asther nftlertOlik inIllealleg. Mir 0- with the title yams will Do its
-. were turned ituiby tholistriotems. Nowerer, lionic l e-skyls and his aelsction of
thane have quite a WO, Wince in Gemossy. His brochure is the OM with the
best and most eirommehlms 'swum repot orders Sr. coning from . the press,
youth groups, easels Sad politlesa orgsaisatians as well as church groups. •
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The proposals in this ocantry to reprint hia old book "Soldaten" (after a
• table modification of tart), would Lake a far..reaching inroal into the
circles of the dilatory or inatrated circles of former :;oldiers. The 4mer1can
objection that the bock i$ too 'Prussian' is untenable, considering that an
up-to-date re-oriting of t4e text was premised, and that the Peet ZOM4 props,-
gandkofficiala have away nods ese of the Prussian tradition as one of the
!Ic.)3t effective instruments for in/introit:ice. •

D. What to watch for in similar undertakings

1. There Should be only one middleman betveen the American office and
rebuilt Amerat. In the sefiVishment of the Ord, the following people

about its connection with an American offices

• Steiner, Demerol', torlebeeh, von. talbon, Frau reulhabers.
Oraf schadStrares, von Oilgenheib, Graf Noe tits,
Oalbunker,	 tt, Ruoff, From Ruoff, Prins Burchard,
on Kleist,	 # Veneer, Pfeiffer, Dhlig, Strassior,

Dr. Classes, /ran Nledneg.

This was impesidiale Anse assresysos 10 lampr lagalcitly gasrantsed. A eingle
person (not even . two or throe) oust fnuntion as agent of the employer -- and
this person must esjoy full •j,

2. When an easier So Warted as
an 
agent then hs should not be an officer

of the w eepmffoss, anAngr'oelemers or hr ;ores officer; but if at all possible,
shaald be a Navy (Miser. Ito Whiffenpial officers have not sufficient prestige
with the other offiogrOpthe usi officers ere steeped in the old Prussian
ideas of (este; the Air Cale Of/104re are generally not serioaWrooncerned
politica117. Wry offitsrerts eamparissa, are considered worldly, uperbe.date
and more approachable 11010 Alms of a Wil44114 orientation. It would be best
to select a 00TOOD whoa gpierally, hos net grown op and been educated in the
prejudifts at the tenor OrAiosr.Cerps end Obo has as much weight as a personality
on the other KW that heft:Au mlmonlapd by tnepamer ottimprcns inflab-:

Ncto-AittioaAdooinnilttbarnOy . biliaidia trai the beginning which result
from the apposing yeredool sereeroeises political and traditional resentments
of the German ottleort.

• 3. Nhe firsimit1
is distaidited
thero47 10041 the
for • a realty maid
however, the folliplig

.orar be .	 aanceeled. The .underteicing
atorigin of the mow and

yarlar %bit izttlnsmtLal. ths possibilities
4.69elmallAd sme . erigin at funda are not mann

eadikle serilereis

0.•	 •spittor or Imo*, *avow stdch
aoseploble tO lhi OslorkftmoOme estbarittes, sod wtd.ch is in a

soilkortsed psalm le sorry OR these audit and oontrol
functions. This treat snowy Wald receive the money 'in trustee.
ship' and use it ostensibly either on behalref official or con-
fidential accounts.
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b. Istablishasat at a saimatitie raosarah institute whose
gensrallf usital oharostor has boo abdcwood br financial authorities
and which, theritiro, is tree fro all official auditing.

o. Istahlishmat sit a Osman subsidiary of a foredira trade
'fins which. In the ayes at Gamin finance authorities, can sod is
=titled to declare thdr sag as pablioity costs. •

d. ratontal agnemst mills a Osman political

?hem aro Bft:sthor ass* tar sit Westin oonosalaait at the arlila
money =der timossat 3.414atitne arrougessats in tbs Federal hopedello.

6 Is ibil agreenutt . bilipm the Saployor sad. the Gorman .at, thers
krmust be shot:L.1 . 1144k at, . ,:isal.st tbe'amilsrtakillt. This dotty was

not reached	 ..1111..111111-:.,	 - .. .alloaas t	 vothat . he vas instractod to Gate
an instalment it iiii0.100_,. .: 	 • 'iout.oitille. tom tile to istablials a kind at
"black coda. ARIA . Uri' . — ' tillitibs ON vas to le an iastramat of sold
war pd.dasse spinet time Iiiiti rille411111100814 at lb* (101 teaa . suffered
under those OpSOIN-14Medii ltalidahltShisate at Ibis kind,. there Ahead not
be this typt at eadassieib. '. 	 -
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